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DISCUSSION: The immigrant visa petition was denied by the Director of the California Service Center, and is
now before the Administrative Appeals Office on appeal. The appeal will be rejected.

The petitioner states that it is a church. It seeks classification of the beneficiary as a special immigrant religious
worker pursuant to section 203(b)(4) of the Immigration and Nationality Act (the Act), 8 U.S.C. § 1153(b)(4) in
order to employ him as an “evangelist.” On November 22, 2002, the director denied the petition based on a
determination that the petitioner had not established that the beneficiary had been engaged continuously in a
qualifying religious vocation or occupation for two full years immediately preceding the filing date of the
petition.

Pursuant to 8 C.F.R. § 103.3(a)(2)(i), an affected party must file an appeal within 30 days of service of the
decision.

The petitioner filed an appeal from the director’s decision on January 3, 2003, forty-one (41) days after the
date of issuance of the director’s decision. Therefore, the appeal must be rejected.

An alien applying for classification as a special immigrant religious worker has the burden of proving that he
or she meets the requirements enumerated above and is otherwise eligible under the provisions of section
203(b)(4) of the Act. The petitioner has not met this burden.

ORDER: The appeal is rejected.



